


DEFENDING
Our Secular Government

The Secular Coalition for America unites a broad 
alliance and lobbies in Washington, D.C. to 
defend secular principles and uphold the rights of 
atheists, agnostics, humanists, and other nontheists 
— rights built into our system of government 
and central to the American way of life.

REPRESENTING
Secular Americans

The Secular Coalition for America is the 
fi rst organization representing Secular 
Americans to engage in a formal briefi ng with 
White House offi cials. It is the one national 
lobbying organization that represents your 
interests as a Secular American by:

Lobbying•  elected and appointed offi cials and 
their staff on issues that affect our community

Collaborating•  with allied organizations to 
build our community’s visibility and strength

Developing•  media contacts to educate the 
general public and infl uence leaders

FIGHTING BACK against 
the Privileging of Religion
The legal privileging of supernatural belief 
and the taboo against its criticism do real harm 
to real people. To fi ght for equality, security, 
justice, and basic fairness for all Americans, 
the Secular Coalition for America advocates 
on a wide variety of issues, including:

Ending religious “faith-healing” • 
exemptions for child neglect and abuse

Stopping federal funding of proselytizing and • 
religious discrimination, at home and overseas

Ending religious discrimination • 
and coercion in the military

Standing against all forms of • 
institutionalized discrimination and 
privileging based on religious bias

The  United States  Constitution 
establishes a secular government—a unique 
and intentional construction by our Founders.

The First  Amendment  of  the 
Bill  of Rights  provides for a strict 
separation of church and state.

The  Civil  Rights  Acts  prohibit 
discrimination based on religion.

“As the Coalition continues to carry out its mission of increasing the visibility of — and respect for — nontheistic 
viewpoints, and protecting the secular character of our government, it seems to be moving forward with great 
confi dence … and the organization itself has made huge strides.” — Katrina vanden Heuvel, The Nation

“[I am a] Unitarian who does not believe in a Supreme Being. I look forward to working with the Secular 
Coalition to stop the promotion of narrow religious beliefs in science, marriage contracts, the military and 
the provision of social service.” — U.S. Rep. Pete Stark, the fi rst openly nontheistic Member of Congress

Visit www.secular.org/issues 
for a comprehensive list

Sign up to receive Action Alerts at 
www.secular.org/subscribe

President Obama with Secular Coalition for America
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Secular Coalition for America Executive Director Sean Faircloth
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Secular Coalition for America President Herb Silverman 
delivers remarks at our briefi ng with administration offi cials


